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PHNOM PENH INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 
 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 12 
7.30 @ META HOUSE 

OPENING RECEPTION 
 
8pm  @ META HOUSE 
DOCUMENTARY: SCARS OF CAMBODIA (30 mins)  
Directed by Alexandre Liebert (France). 
It is 5 am. We are at a small fish market in Cambodia. We follow Tut, a 50-year-old fisherman, on his way 
back to his house.Tut changes clothes, smokes a cigarette, absent. Then he writes the date when he was 
imprisoned by the Khmer Rouge régime, with water on his wooden terrace. He was 15. Amongst daily 
life scenes, Tut will mime the tortures he underwent. At the end of his long and sillent testimony, the 
night is still dark.  
 
8.45pm  @ META HOUSE 
SHORT FILM: IMAGINE (30 mins) 
Directed by Jonathan Steven Green  and Jahanara Saleh (USA). 
Paramedic John Morris, (Scott Wolf, Party of five, GO, V) has been living under a cloud of guilt after he 
was unable to save his daughter’s life from drowning. Through the consumption of charged-water, 
water that has been influenced by specific thoughts or energy, an experiment held by Dr. Arlen, John 
begins to revisit his daughter through past memories in an dreamlike world. Through this healing 
process, memories that were once filled with the weight of guilt begin to speak truth. With such a 
change, John becomes convinced that he has the ability to change past events and make everything the 
way it used to be. 
 
9.30pm @ META HOUSE 
FEATURE FILM: SAYANG DISAYANG “My Beloved Dearest” (77 mins)   
Directed by Sanif Olek (Singapore). 
Live-in nurse Murni works for Pak Harun, a lonely and bitter elderly man who continually harangues his 
caregiver. Murni tries to cook a Sambal Goreng dish that is exactly like the one cooked by Harun's late 
wife but success seems to elude her. Despite this, she sings all day in the kitchen, which serves only to 
irritate Pak Harun further. What is the elusive ingredient that can unlock the tension between Murni and 
Pak Harun, remedy these damaged hearts and help them live in harmony? 
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SEPTEMBER 13 – 21 AT THE FLICKS COMMUNITY MOVIE HOUSES  
 
 

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 13 
 
2pm 
Short Films Session 1 (85 mins) 
Legend of the Chained Oak (UK), The Wrong (Korea), Silent Spring (Lebanon), Cryo (Australia), Buy 1 Get 
1 Free (Taiwan), Shadow Tree (Tanzania). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
4pm 
DOC: PAST THEIR PRIME (23 mins) 
Directed by Becca Friedman (USA). 
A look at the world of geriatric zoo animal care, through Colo—the oldest living gorilla in captivity—on 
her 55th birthday. 
 
DOC: JUST PLAY (58 mins) 
Directed by Dimitri Chimenti (Italy). 
This film is not about the occupation; it is not about the conflict; it is not about music. These are all 
elements of the story, but the film is about something else. It is about a group of men and women 
working with Al Kamandjati, a Palestinian Cultural Association conducting a program of music education 
in the West Bank. This picture is about them and their difficulties in transforming music into a means of 
freedom and liberation. It seeks to answer some simple but fundamental questions: Who are they? 
What do they want? Why are they so important? How to play Beethoven, Mozart and Bach in an 
environment which is often depicted and perceived as the space of the clash of civilizations?  
 
6pm 
FEATURE FILM: DEAR COURTNEY (90 mins) 
Directed by Rolf Roring (Germany). 
1991: because of his long lasting unrequited love to Saskia (19), the most popular girl in school, the 
almost 18 year old Paul Thomas one day writes the song of his life. The song doesnʼt help him with his 
beloved, however it seems promising enough to send it out to the worldʼs leading record companies to 
eventually conquer Saskiaʼs heart via the detour of a rock star career. Paul Thomas is shocked when he 
discovers his song a few months later on the epoch-making album Nevermind by the band Nirvana, now 
going under the title Smells like Teen Spirit. In his firm belief that he has been ripped off, Paul Thomas 
starts an odyssey all across Germany to the shows of Nirvana‘s `91 tour, to demand his copyright from 
Kurt Cobain personally. Dear Courtney is a romantic comedy about a young man that has to decide 
between happiness and that what he always believed it to be. 
 
8pm 
FEATURE FILM: SAYANG DISAYANG “My Beloved Dearest” (77 mins)   
Directed by Sanif Olek (Singapore). 
Live-in nurse Murni works for Pak Harun, a lonely and bitter elderly man who continually harangues his 
caregiver. Murni tries to cook a Sambal Goreng dish that is exactly like the one cooked by Harun's late 
wife but success seems to elude her. Despite this, she sings all day in the kitchen, which serves only to 
irritate Pak Harun further. What is the elusive ingredient that can unlock the tension between Murni and 
Pak Harun, remedy these damaged hearts and help them live in harmony? 
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14 
 
2pm  
DOC: SCARS OF CAMBODIA (30 mins)  
Directed by Alexandre Liebert (France). 
It is 5 am. We are at a small fish market in Cambodia. We follow Tut, a 50-year-old fisherman, on his way 
back to his house.Tut changes clothes, smokes a cigarette, absent. Then he writes the date when he was 
imprisoned by the Khmer Rouge régime, with water on his wooden terrace. He was 15. Amongst daily 
life scenes, Tut will mime the tortures he underwent. At the end of his long and sillent testimony, the 
night is still dark.  
 
DOC: JUST PLAY (58 mins) 
Directed by Dimitri Chimenti (Italy). 
This film is not about the occupation; it is not about the conflict; it is not about music. These are all 
elements of the story, but the film is about something else. It is about a group of men and women 
working with Al Kamandjati, a Palestinian Cultural Association conducting a program of music education 
in the West Bank. This picture is about them and their difficulties in transforming music into a means of 
freedom and liberation. It seeks to answer some simple but fundamental questions: Who are they? 
What do they want? Why are they so important? How to play Beethoven, Mozart and Bach in an 
environment which is often depicted and perceived as the space of the clash of civilizations?  
 
4pm 
SHORT FILM: IMAGINE (30 mins) 
Directed by Jonathan Steven Green  and Jahanara Saleh (USA). 
Paramedic John Morris, (Scott Wolf, Party of five, GO, V) has been living under a cloud of guilt after he 
was unable to save his daughter’s life from drowning. Through the consumption of charged-water, 
water that has been influenced by specific thoughts or energy, an experiment held by Dr. Arlen, John 
begins to revisit his daughter through past memories in an dreamlike world. Through this healing 
process, memories that were once filled with the weight of guilt begin to speak truth. With such a 
change, John becomes convinced that he has the ability to change past events and make everything the 
way it used to be. 
 
SHORT FILM: CAROLINE OF VIRGINIA (37 mins) 
Directed by Eric Norcross (USA). 
Caroline of Virginia is a fairy tale about the things we take forgranted. After a deaf woman befriends a 
musician, she wakesup the following morning with the ability to hear. Although thisseems to comes as a 
blessing, she realizes the gift of hearingis only temporary and it's all at the expense of the musician. 
 
SHORT FILM: RIPPLE (30 mins) 
Directed by Christian Everhard (USA). 
He has a dead end job. He has a dead end life. He has a dead body, stuffed in his refrigerator. A man 
finds purpose in his life while attempting to cover up an accidental murder. 
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6pm 
Short films Session 2 (105 mins) 
Bucket (UK), Look At Me (Argentina), Ego Zombie (Germany), One Way of 
Another (UK), Crippen (Canada), Recommended Reading (USA), No Bread (Chili), Spring Has Passed By 
(Bahrain). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
8pm 
FEATURE FILM: KOAN OF SPRING (74 mins) 
Directed by Lou Ma Ho (Republic of Korea). 
Master Truong, the old Fearless of the emperor, is nearing the end of his life and he has not yet found 
his successor. The country has to be prepared for war and the Emperor is furiously impatient. He gives 
him two weeks to find him one. He goes to visit a famous general (Master Wing) who had disappeared 
to become a simple fisherman. He lives with his two son Tin and Tan and his daughter Lan on the shores 
of the legendary Lake Ba Bê. Master Truong would like to test the children. With one of them he is lucky.  
He has finally found the person who has all the qualities to succeed him. However, things are not that 
simple. Master Truong will return to the palace without a successor but with something more precious. 
 
 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 15 
 
4.30pm 
FEATURE FILM: KOAN OF SPRING (74 mins) 
Directed by Lou Ma Ho (Republic of Korea). 
Master Truong, the old Fearless of the emperor, is nearing the end of his life and he has not yet found 
his successor. The country has to be prepared for war and the Emperor is furiously impatient. He gives 
him two weeks to find him one. He goes to visit a famous general (Master Wing) who had disappeared 
to become a simple fisherman. He lives with his two son Tin and Tan and his daughter Lan on the shores 
of the legendary Lake Ba Bê. Master Truong would like to test the children. With one of them he is lucky.  
He has finally found the person who has all the qualities to succeed him. However, things are not that 
simple. Master Truong will return to the palace without a successor but with something more precious. 
 
6.30pm 
Short films BLOCK 3 (95 mins) 
Black Night (France), Silent Spring (Lebanon), No Matter How Far (USA), The Thief and the Windchine 
(India), My Dinner with Andrea (Canada), The Unforgettable Pianist (Spain), Cocktatoo (Australia), Fly on 
Out (USA). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
8.30pm  
FEATURE FILM: SODIUM PARTY (74 mins) 
Directed by Michael McCudden (Ireland). 
Sodium Party follows Claire through a harrowing childhood to university where she meets Danny, a 
frequently intoxicated photographer who exposes her to real life through a cocktail of love and drugs. 
Their relationship is tested when ghosts of Claire's tumultuous past manifest through super 8 home 
movie footage causing her world to unravel. 
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TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 16 
 
4.30pm 
ANNI FELICI (THOSE HAPPY YEARS) (96 mins) 
Directed by Daniele Luchetti (Italy). 
A narcissistic artist finds his self-satisfied world turned upside down in the wake of a disastrous 
exhibition and his previously devoted wife's extra-marital inclinations. Ani Felici had its world premiere 
last year at the Toronto International Film Festival as Those Happpy Years and totally surprised its 
audience and surpassed their expectations. Ani Felici is a character driven film with real-life day-to-day 
complexities, but the director manages to add plenty of humour in the film to keep it super entertaining. 
 
6.30pm 
Short Films Session 4 (105 mins) 
Lotus (Canada), Shame and Glasses (Italy), Byoyancy (USA), God by the Neck (Spain), Double Occupancy 
(Germany), The Last American Shoemaker (USA), The Cell (UK), Sugar (Germany), The Story of Happy 
(Philippines). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
8.30pm 
NASEMAN (THE SNUGGLE) (81 mins) 
Directed by Sounak Mukhopadhyay (India). 
Kolkata, 2008. Amon Ghoshal is a sensitive young Indian Bengali boy hailing from a family of farmers in 
the countryside. He stays in Kolkata to do his PhD in Nanoparticles but his ambition lies in traveling the 
world by foot. Hayaa Saleem Khan is a youthful Pakistani girl. Overcoming the barrier of the border, 
Hayaa comes to Kolkata to study films. Amon and Hayaa fall in love with each other. Everything seems 
perfect, until Mumbai comes under a terrorist attack in 2008, which lasts for 59 hours. Hayaa separates 
herself from Amon to leave India in the times of horror. However, Amon is completely oblivious to the 
smell of gun-powder in the air.  
 
 

WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 17 
 
4.30pm 
Short Films Session 5 (120 mins) 
Safe Room (USA), Motherly (Iran), The Real Thing (UK), Four Leaf Clover (Turkey), Letter to my Widow 
(Iceland), ½ Sold (USA), Balkony (Kosovo), Unnatural (France). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
6.30pm 
DOC: DRIVING BLIND (76 mins) 
Directed by Brian James Griffo (USA). 
Two brothers, Tod and Justin Purvis faced with a rare genetic disease that causes blindness 
(Choroideremia) decide to take the road trip of a lifetime around the United States and see everything 
possible before going blind. Exploring large cities and small towns, camping in national parks, pushing 
themselves to their limits while meeting strangers and making new friends, Driving Blind is the story of 
appreciating what you have, while you have it. The film is a portrait of what makes America beautiful, 
what really matters in life, and what we as human beings do with our short time here.  



 

- 6 -  
 

8.30pm 
ANNI FELICI (THOSE HAPPY YEARS) (96 mins) 
Directed by Daniele Luchetti (Italy). 
A narcissistic artist finds his self-satisfied world turned upside down in the wake of a disastrous 
exhibition and his previously devoted wife's extra-marital inclinations. Ani Felici had its world premiere 
last year at the Toronto International Film Festival as Those Happpy Years and totally surprised its 
audience and surpassed their expectations. Ani Felici is a character driven film with real-life day-to-day 
complexities, but the director manages to add plenty of humour in the film to keep it super entertaining. 
 
 

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 18 
 
4.30pm 
FEATURE FILM: DEAR COURTNEY (90 mins) 
Directed by Rolf Roring (Germany). 
1991: because of his long lasting unrequited love to Saskia (19), the most popular girl in school, the 
almost 18 year old Paul Thomas one day writes the song of his life. The song doesnʼt help him with his 
beloved, however it seems promising enough to send it out to the worldʼs leading record companies to 
eventually conquer Saskiaʼs heart via the detour of a rock star career. Paul Thomas is shocked when he 
discovers his song a few months later on the epoch-making album Nevermind by the band Nirvana, now 
going under the title Smells like Teen Spirit. In his firm belief that he has been ripped off, Paul Thomas 
starts an odyssey all across Germany to the shows of Nirvana‘s `91 tour, to demand his copyright from 
Kurt Cobain personally. Dear Courtney is a romantic comedy about a young man that has to decide 
between happiness and that what he always believed it to be. 
 
6.30pm 
SHORT FILM: IMAGINE (30 mins) 
Directed by Jonathan Steven Green  and Jahanara Saleh (USA). 
Paramedic John Morris, (Scott Wolf, Party of five, GO, V) has been living under a cloud of guilt after he 
was unable to save his daughter’s life from drowning. Through the consumption of charged-water, 
water that has been influenced by specific thoughts or energy, an experiment held by Dr. Arlen, John 
begins to revisit his daughter through past memories in an dreamlike world. Through this healing 
process, memories that were once filled with the weight of guilt begin to speak truth. With such a 
change, John becomes convinced that he has the ability to change past events and make everything the 
way it used to be. 
 
SHORT FILM: CAROLINE OF VIRGINIA (37 mins) 
Directed by Eric Norcross (USA). 
Caroline of Virginia is a fairy tale about the things we take forgranted. After a deaf woman befriends a 
musician, she wakesup the following morning with the ability to hear. Although thisseems to comes as a 
blessing, she realizes the gift of hearingis only temporary and it's all at the expense of the musician. 
 
SHORT FILM: RIPPLE (30 mins) 
Directed by Christian Everhard (USA). 
He has a dead end job. He has a dead end life. He has a dead body, stuffed in his refrigerator. A man 
finds purpose in his life while attempting to cover up an accidental murder. 
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8.30pm 
FEATURE FILM: FAVOR (102 mins) 
Directed by Paul Osborne (USA). 
Kip's perfect life is put in jeopardy when the waitress with whom he's having a casual fling is accidentally 
killed in their motel room. Desperate, he turns to childhood friend and loser, Marvin, to help get rid of 
the body. Marvin agrees which begins the unraveling of their friendship and ultimately leads both to 
murderous acts they never thought themselves capable of. 
 
 

FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 19 
 
4.30pm 
FEATURE FILM: SAYANG DISAYANG “My Beloved Dearest” (77 mins)   
Directed by Sanif Olek (Singapore). 
Live-in nurse Murni works for Pak Harun, a lonely and bitter elderly man who continually harangues his 
caregiver. Murni tries to cook a Sambal Goreng dish that is exactly like the one cooked by Harun's late 
wife but success seems to elude her. Despite this, she sings all day in the kitchen, which serves only to 
irritate Pak Harun further. What is the elusive ingredient that can unlock the tension between Murni and 
Pak Harun, remedy these damaged hearts and help them live in harmony? 
 
6.30pm 
DOCUMENTARY: IRAQI NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (113 mins) 
Directed by Firas Sameer (Iraq). 
It was achievement enough that the Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra managed to survive the darkest 
days of the war, when it struggled for supplies and electricity, when its members fled for safety abroad 
and those who remained practiced in secret for fear of offending militants who considered music un-
Islamic. They’ve survived bombs, random attacks and power failures during performances – which puts 
our worries about the role of the arts in perspective. The Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra (INSO) 
documentary presents a study of the Iraqi musical culture that was changing over the past years since 
the INSO formed early in the forties of the last century and to this day. For many years back, Iraq was 
never been stable, as every couple of years there were political issues, wars, military coups and other 
internal and regional problems. Those unstable conditions in addition to some internal society changes, 
affected the musical culture in Iraq during the last seven decades. This film discusses and shows how 
those obstacles reflected against the Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra and it’s members from a 
perspective of the classical music genre. 
 
8.30pm 
FEATURE FILM: DON’T BE TIRED (93 min) 
Directed by Afshin Hashemi and Mohsen Gharaie (Iran). 
Roman and Maria, a Canadian tourist couple with their own disputes, face a problem in Iran with the 
tourism institute. Morteza, the former employee of the hotel where the tourist couple are staying, has 
plans for the couple with the help of his cousin, Hossein. 
Don’t Be Tired is a heart warming tale of dialogue among nations during a road adventure in Iran’s rarely 
seen landscapes. Winner of the Audience Award at the 2013 London Iranian Film Festival. 
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SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 20 
 
2pm 
DOCUMENTARY: IRAQI NATIONAL SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA (113 mins) 
Directed by Firas Sameer (Iraq). 
It was achievement enough that the Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra managed to survive the darkest 
days of the war, when it struggled for supplies and electricity, when its members fled for safety abroad 
and those who remained practiced in secret for fear of offending militants who considered music un-
Islamic. They’ve survived bombs, random attacks and power failures during performances – which puts 
our worries about the role of the arts in perspective. The Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra (INSO) 
documentary presents a study of the Iraqi musical culture that was changing over the past years since 
the INSO formed early in the forties of the last century and to this day. For many years back, Iraq was 
never been stable, as every couple of years there were political issues, wars, military coups and other 
internal and regional problems. Those unstable conditions in addition to some internal society changes, 
affected the musical culture in Iraq during the last seven decades. This film discusses and shows how 
those obstacles reflected against the Iraqi National Symphony Orchestra and it’s members from a 
perspective of the classical music genre. 
 
4pm 
Short Films Session 6 (115 mins) 
The Stranger (Anjaan) (Pakistan), 7 Minutes (USA), Singular (Spain), Little Darling (Croatia), VHS – Victor 
Home System (Columbia), Captain Sandy (USA), Shortcut (UK), Boonrerm (Thailand). See “The Short 
Films Sessions”.  
 
6pm 
DOCUMENTARY: AINU; PATHWAYS TO MEMORY (82 mins) 
A discovery documentary of the Ainu people in Japan, directed by Marcos P. Centeno (Spain). 
On a trip through the recovery of their identity, which took us from Japan to Europe, we will find a 
people erased from history books and scarred by discrimination which pushed them close to their final 
extinction. People whose origins and language are still a mystery. 
The tour along the pathways to memory reveals an uncertain destiny. The growing interest in 
preservation of Ainu culture clashes with a reality of marginalization which has reduced it to mere 
museum pieces. The repeated sentence “I am Ainu” expresses their willingness to overcome their lost 
marginal circumstances and recovery of their pride. But the awakening of the Ainu people faces the 
mercantilist logic of a globalized world. Unavoidably, doubt comes to mind, what does being Ainu mean 
today? 
 
8pm 
PARAMNESIA (84 mins) 
Directed by Eleutherios Kakathimis (Cyprus). 
A young man wakes up on the floor of an apartment with no memory or any recollection about himself, 
at the same time two guys are chasing him for some reason. The only thing he can do right now is to 
follow his instinct. Through twists and unexpected turns from beginning to end, sooner or later 
everything will be revealed. 
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SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 21 
2pm 
Short Films Session 1 (85) 
Legend of the Chained Oak (UK), The Wrong (Korea), Silent Spring (Lebanon), Cryo (Australia), Buy 1 Get 
1 Free (Taiwan), Shadow Tree (Tanzania). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
4pm 
Short Films Session 7 (78) 
Way in Rye (USA), Remember? (France), The Last Penalty (Italy), Mouth Wide Open Ears Shut Tight 
(Israel), Time Traveler (Cambodia).  
See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
6pm 
Short Films Session 5 (120) 
Safe Room (USA), Motherly (Iran), The Real Thing (UK), Four Leaf Clover (Turkey), Letter to my Widow 
(Iceland), ½ Sold (USA), Balkony (Kosovo), Unnatural (France). See “The Short Films Sessions”.  
 
8pm 
CLOSING FILM - REFLECTION OF MAYA ROSE (104 min) 
Directed by Alexandra Wedenig (USA). Winner of the Golden Lion Award at the Barcelona Film Festival in 
Spain. 
Reality takes a turn for young and eager actress Maya Rose when she auditions for the role of Ava in a 
screenplay titled “The reflection and the mirror”. It tells the story of Ava and Scott, two lovers trying to 
transcend time and space by means of a mirror. Maya is thrilled. The enigmatic character of Ava 
mesmerizes her. The bizarre audition sets off a series of strange occurrences that lure curious Maya 
onto a path deep into the life of Ava and a world that holds nothing familiar to her. Maya finds herself 
waking up in a house where doors and windows are locked and won’t open. She can feel the eerie 
presence of someone else in the house, a woman, a female shadow. Paranoia and desperation soon 
drive her to the edge of sanity and Maya loses herself between the worlds of captivation and the realm 
of dreams. 
“To me Reflections of Maya Rose is a film that celebrates curiosity and the mysterious beauty of the 
unknown and the ambiguous”, says director Alexandra Wedenig.“As we grow older we tend to lose the 
curiosity that we used to explore the world with when we were kids. We live by set rules and schedules 
and our lives are pretty much planned out. We have specific ideas of who we are and what our lives 
should look like. And its not easy diverting from those carved out paths.” 
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The Short Films Sessions 
 

Short Films Session 1: (95) 
LEGEND OF THE CHAINED OAK (30min) 
Directors: Mark Mooney and George Watts (United Kingdom) 
When a local writer begins to investigate Oakamoors mysterious chained Oak, the chance find of a 
seventeenth century journal detailing the reasons for the Oaks chaining throws a new and terrifying 
light on the popular legend. Accounts of human sacrifice, witchcraft and warnings of a curse placed on 
the village by a woman named Mabel Othan litter the tattered pages.  
An enthusiastic and experienced team is hastily formed and begin to investigate the journals outlandish 
claims. However, as they begin to dig deeper into the myth and folklore that surrounds the Oak, a series 
of chilling events lead the team to believe that maybe the horrifying claims of witchcraft and human 
sacrifice made by the journal hold an element of truth after all… 
 
THE WRONG (27min) 
Director: Taegue Lim (Republic of Korea) 
Students, having violated school rules by smoking, go on a “voluntary service” trip. Sang-hee encounters 
a sensitive problem while helping a disabled girl and is ridiculed by his teacher and his friends. 
 
SILENT SPRING (16min) 
Director: Antoine Nassif (Lebanon) 
Fifteen years old, Tina lives in an orphanage where she is being treated harshly. One day, the 
orphanage’s board decides to take the kids to the theater. While Tina is over there watching the play, 
she decides to run away…Arriving into an empty street, she meets a lady who decides to help her 
introducing her to a new world she never knew before. 
 
CRYO (16min) 
Director: Luke Doolan (Australia) 
When a journey to another planet goes horribly wrong mid-flight, an ordinary female Engineer finds 
herself fighting to ensure the future of mankind. 
 
BUY 1 GET 1 FREE (10min) 
Director: Chia-Ho Tai  (Taiwan) 
The conscienceless enterprise, TheOnly Group, sells tainted food to customers, and runs dialysis centers 
at the same time. However, ignorant customers sitting in the dialysis center follow 24-hour news and 
enjoy tainted lollipops. Miserably, the authorities concerned can't take immediate action to deal with 
the problem. 
 
SHADOW TREE (10min) 
Director: Biju Viswanath (Tanzania) 
When a Zanzibari boy finds a fish in muddy water, the challenge of keeping it alive pushes him in an 
unexpected direction, which turns out to be the ultimate test of his faith in the universe.  
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Short Films Session 2:  
BUCKET (15min) 
Director: Gabriel Robertson (United Kingdom) 
After a devastating discovery at a fancy dress party, a young man contemplates suicide before an 
abandoned baby catches his eye and shakes him from his ill intent. Now, faced with taking care of it 
until the police arrive, he recruits his former best friend- but things are far from simple. 
 
LOOK AT ME (16 min)  
Director: Nicolas Fernández (Argentina)  
Marcos, a workaholic city man, is forced to travel to the country for a family celebration. After an 
incident on the road, he will have to seek refuge in what looks like an abandoned house. Marcos will 
witness strange events that will lead him to see that, in fact, he is not alone. 
 
EGO ZOMBIE (12 min)  
Director: James Stallworth (Germany)  
Seema’s is restless over the loss of her friendship with her girlfriend Pia. However, all that Pia wants is 
an apology. But that doesn’t seem to be possible. 
 
ONE WAY OR ANOTHER (12 min) 
Directed by Naz SAlih (United Kingdom)  
Ari is a 50-year-old Kurdish writer who lives in London and who left behind his wife and son in the 
middle of the war. He is in the middle of writing his novelette One Way Or Another, but hesitant and 
nervous, writing and deleting most of the events that happened in his past life. 
 
CRIPPEN (6 min)  
Directed by Stephan Parent (Canada) 
The name of Dr Crippen still resonates more than 100 years after the murder of his wife became an 
international sensation. Born in Michigan, USA, as Hawley Harvey Crippen, he was not a real doctor but 
a promoter of homeopathic remedies.  
 
RECOMMENDED READING (7 min) 
Directed by Kenny Rigsby and Justin Reese (United States)  
When you’re tongue-tied over a pretty girl, it helps to have timeless authors spell it out for her. 
 
NO BREAD (20min) 
Directed by Macarena Monros (Chili) 
Luis (72) is the owner of a little grocery store that suffers a sudden downturn when a supermarket sets 
up in its neighborhood and he is told that he'll no longer be provided with bread. The man faces a 
crossroads: closing the store, or finding another bread supplier to keep his business open. 
 
SPRING HAS PASSED BY (7min)  
Directed by Eva Daoud (Bahrain)  
The winds of change have passed by and were called the Arab Spring. He is a man swept by the blowing 
winds that had taken all that's dear to him and left him with invisible remnants imprinted deep into his 
soul. 
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Short Films Session 3: 
BLACK NIGHT (9min) 
Directed by Jean Luc Baillet (France) 
Following a stupid challenge with his friends, Ethan a young high school student finds himself alone at 
night in one of the cemeteries in the city in search of a ancient grave by the light of his torch… 
 
SILENT SPRING (16min) 
Directed by Antoine Nassif (Lebanon) 
Fifteen years old, Tina lives in an orphanage where she is being treated harshly. One day, the 
orphanage’s board decides to take the kids to the theater. While Tina is over there watching the play, 
she decides to run away…Arriving into an empty street, she meets a lady who decides to help her 
introducing her to a new world she never knew before. 
 
NO MATTER HOW FAR (8min) 
Directed by Kenny Rigsby and Justin Reese (USA) 
In an alternate present day, the world is in conflict. Intercontinental travel has been banned, separating 
millions of families around the world. Most have given up hope of returning home. A husband and wife, 
separated by a hemisphere, work to reunite. 
 
THE THIEF AND THE WINDCHIME (12mins) 
Directed by Biju Viswanath (India). 
A thief breaks into a house. As he looks around for something to steal, he discovers that an old man is in 
the house. Both the thief and the occupant find that in what is taken and what is given, there can be 
unexpected treasure. 
 
MY DINNER WITH ANDREA (17 mins) 
Directed by Hernan Moreno (Canada). 
A lonely young man accepts a dinner invitation from the girl of his dreams, only to face the stuff of 
nightmares. My Dinner with Andrea is a comic exploration of the phenomena of synesthesia and the 
price we will pay to find true love. 
 
THE UNFORGETTABLE PIANIST (7 mins) 
Directed by Josep Antoni Ribas Rossello (Spain). 
Enric Mellier, a famous french pianist is about to give a piano concert when strange events start to 
happen inside the theatre, events that make him to understand that he has a serious problem. 
 
COCKATOO (12 mins) 
Directed by Matthew Jenkin (Australia). 
A man with a broken heart tries to relive his failed relationship by hiring a young actress to play his ex-
--girlfriend. If only she could get the accent right… 
 
FLY ON OUT (7 mins) 
Directed by Robert Kolodny (USA). 
Fly on Out follows 11-year-old Dayvon after he rescues a caged pigeon from two older boys on a 
Brooklyn rooftop. Being pursued by the boys, Dayvon must dodge and weave his way through the 
vibrant and diverse streets of Bed-Stuy Brooklyn, passing by true to life neighborhood characters, all in 
an attempt for free the bird. The film was shot using visually stunning high speed cinematography and 
cinematic camera movement. 
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Short Films Session 4: 
LOTUS (4 mins) 
Directed by Rose (Rong) Luo (Canada). 
A heavily wounded soldier is saved by the goddess of nature. They fall in love with each other but soon 
encounter a tough dilemma choosing between love and responsibility: the soldier has to leave to protect 
his country while the goddess realizes she must stay behind in order to sustain the life of nature. 
 
SHAME AND GLASSES (7 mins) 
Directed by Alessandro Riconda (Italy). 
Mirko has to face his worst fear: wearing glasses. That is the only way to do his school test, but what 
would happen if the little girl he is secretly in love with could see him? 
 
BYOYANCY (17 mins) 
Directed by Ryan Surratt (USA). 
Hoping to make amends with his girlfriend and turn his life around, Jake suddenly finds himself in a 
dangerous situation. Frank, an aging bail-bondsman, comes to Jake’s rescue and invites him to relax on 
his boat as they await help. What ensues is a complicated mix of secrets and lies that threaten to 
destroy the life of one man and the soul of another. 
 
GOD BY THE NECK (16 mins) 
Directed by José Trigueiros (Spain). 
It’s Sunday, and Pablo, 8 years old, has an invitation to a very special but also forbidden birthday party. 
It’s Sunday, and for the first time, Pablo is going on a door-to-door preaching with his mother. It’s 
Sunday, and behind each door, there is a challenge, a test, a surprise. It’s Sunday. 
 
DOUBLE OCCUPANCY (9 mins) 
Directed by Fabian Giessler (Germany). 
Two old men share a hospital room, in which the window is the only connection to the outside world 
and thus becomes a highly demanded resource... 
 
THE LAST AMERICAN SHOEMAKER (8 mins) 
Directed by Joseph Anthony Eulo (USA). 
This is the story of Luis Ruales, an Ecuadorian immigrant, who has served his community as the cobbler 
for 40 years, and now faces obstacles and challenges of globalization Its a journey into the heart and 
mind of man who has lived the American Dream in the small American town of Roselle New Jersey just 
20 miles from New York City. In particular, the film will follow Luis as he serves customers, performs 
repairs, and reveals his doubts about his profession, and his ability/desire to retire. 
 
THE CELL (11 mins) 
Directed by Ben Hyland (UK). 
On the day of a terrorist attack in London five strangers all receive the same text message: “At 9pm we 
flip the switch.” Each of them have a reason to flip the switch however all isn’t completely as it seems. 
All of these strangers have experienced loss and they all have reasons to hate but why are they planning 
this attack and what does it mean for the unsuspecting people of the city? 
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SUGAR (7 mins) 
Directed by Oliver Langewitz (Germany). 
A couple walk through the streets in Paris in the evening. They enter a café. 
There, the young woman recognizes an older lady unwrapping a sugar cube. Because of this, she 
remembers, how she collected sugar cubes at home in Sarajevo. But then, the war began and she wasn't 
able to travel around and collect further sugar cubes. 
 
THE STORY OF HAPPY (21 mins) 
Directed by Ronaldo S. Vivo Jr. (Philippines). 
One day, a kid named Happy was given a mission by his boss. He was to deliver re-packed marijuana to 
some regular customers in the area. Just before night fell, the items were sold out and Happy went back 
to his cramped hideout to repack some dried papaya leaves. After that, he went directly to the boss's 
headquarters to give the money. When the boss asked if everything was sold, "there's still some left" he 
answered. Happy went to Jollibee (a Filipino multi-national food chain which symbolizes the jolliness of 
every Filipino kid) to get some dinner. He ordered one regular fries with jolly float. Next morning, Happy 
was no longer the one instructed by the boss to deliver the item. 
 
 

Short Films Session 5: 
SAFE ROOM (22 mins) 
Directed by Nick Levanti (USA). 
Set in the 1950's, John Robert Greenglass, a nuclear scientist, is leading a team under "Kingdom 
Corporation" in the creation of an infinite source of energy. One day, a freak accident occurs when the 
reactor the team is building goes haywire, creating a nuclear chain reaction that ends life on earth as we 
know it. Greenglass ends up locked in the facilities experimental safe room during the blast; and with 
nobody left to let him out, remains trapped for years and years living off canned food and drink, slowly 
losing his mind in his struggle against the tremendous guilt he bears. 
 
MOTHERLY (13 mins) 
Directed by Navid Nikkhah Azad (Iran). 
A blind mother is searching for his disabled son in a park to find out if the girl he is dating is beautiful or 
not. 
 
THE REAL THING (13 mins) 
Directed by Yamil Julian Cure (UK). 
The Real Thing is a teen comedy about a first year university student and his relationship with a sexy half 
naked girl inside a poster on his wall. The story follows Martin as he gets exposed to a whole new social 
world when arriving to Uni as a fresher and how the relationship with his Poster Girl which in a previous 
time served to reassure him now keeps him away from the possibility of real social life. 
  
FOUR LEAF CLOVER (14 mins) 
Directed by Hakan Berber (Turkey). 
Four Leaf Clover is the fantastic and poetical story of a little girl, who questions her life after she is 
forced to marry with her rapist. 
 
LETTER TO MY WIDOW  (7 mins) 
Directed by Jasmin Rexhepi (Iceland). 
A young man decides to give up on his wife. 
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½ SOLD (5 mins) 
Directed by Michael Westbrook (USA). 
A brief encapsulation of a past not far removed from our present [or] An 
homage to Surrealist film and the social absurdity it rode in on. Featuring a cast of artists, pioneers, 
totalitarian dictators and other overachievers. Unidirectional temporality not included. 

BALCONY (20 mins) 
Directed by Lendita Zeqiraj (Kosovo). 
Jeton, a 10-year-old boy is sitting on the edge of a balcony on the 4th floor. Neighbours and passers-by, 
terrified by this situation, call the police and firefighters for help. But the situation quickly becomes 
unmanageable. 
 
UNNATURAL (29 mins) 
Directed by Thor Schenker (France).  
A man in his mid-thirties and a young lesbian are party friends. Their relationship slowly turns into a 
one-way passion. 
 
 

Short Films Session 6:  
THE STRANGER (ANJAAN) (16 mins) 
Directed by Hira Tariq (Pakistan). 
This is the story about a wife who is waiting for her husband to return home when a policeman arrives 
at her doorstep. She is given the news of her husband's death and she invites him inside for dinner. a 
series of conversations takes place and leads to something more. 
 
7 MINUTES (10 mins) 
Directed by Carlos Michael Hagene (USA). 
Marc and Ginny are determined to handle their breakup like civilized adults, but their inner adolescence 
emerges when they meet at a party and a game of Seven Minutes in Heaven and the snarky comments 
of a mutual friend force them into a closet to confront their mutual hatred and lingering sexual tension. 
 
SINGULAR (4 mins) 
Directed by Pol Turrents (Spain). 
Awakening ain't always easy when it just depends on you. Small things become deeds, great feats 
without sharing forget. Breathing, walking, smile ... Singular is a short film about loneliness after a 
breakup.   
 
LITTLE DARLING (17 mins) 
Directed by Igor Mirkovic (Croatia). 
Two kids at the top of a skyscraper. A view of the sea. He is Tom Sawyer and she is Alice in Wonderland. 
They walk along the edge of the roof, doing everything they’re not supposed to. In that hot summer, left 
under the care of her grandma, she will feel love for the first time. 
 
VHS – Victor Home System (17 mins) 
Directed by Lucas Coimbra (Columbia) 
Victor pirates movies on VHS for a criminal organization, but risks selling tapes out of the loop. The 
young man then meets her neighbor Laura, who questions his lifestyle. 
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CAPTAIN SANDY (16 mins) 
Directed by Eren Ozsan (USA). 
A 7 year old girl asks for help from her parents to find the start button of her toy spaceship to go to the 
Moon. 
 
SHORTCUT (16 mins) 
Directed by Awat Namiq Agha (UK). 
Shortcut is a short road movie; a thriller with some comic elements. It is based on Anton Chekhov’s 
‘Overseasoned’ and set in contemporary Britain. Simon is a Jewish insurance salesman who arrives in 
the middle of nowhere and gets a lift from Abdul-Kareema, a Muslim man from Iraq. Their journey 
together reveals cooperation despite their cultural conflicts. 
 
BOONRERM  (16 mins) 
Directed by Sorayos Prapapan (Thailand). 
Boonrerm is a housemaid. Every day she received weird orders. 
 
 

Short Films Session 7: 
WAY IN RYE (28 mins) 
Directed by Goran Stankovic (USA). 
During WWII, a Soviet farmer and his wife must protect a crate evacuated from Leningrad while awaiting 
news from their son fighting on the front. 
 
REMEMBER? (14 mins) 
Directed by Virginie Schwartz (France). 
Léo and Victor are two very close friends. They share their memories, events they went through and the 
choices that have led them to this last confrontation. More than an discussion between two friends, the 
movie brings us back to a crucial time of French history. 
 
LAST PENALTY (15 mins) 
Directed by Max Miecchi (Italy). 
The penalty kicker and the goalkeeper are opposite each other. The ball is positioned carefully by the 
penalty kicker. He’s about to kick the last penalty goal. The memories, emotions, moments and 
important decisions made in his life come to mind, bringing the story to an unexpected end. 
 
MOUTH WIDE OPEN, EARS SHUT TIGHT (17 mins) 
Directed by Tom Madar and Emlly Noy (Israel). 
A day in the life of a young woman living a silent, lonely life with her friend the fish. The silence is broken 
when a new tenant comes to live in the apartment next door. Notwithstanding the constant sounds and 
noise penetrating through the other side of the wall and perhaps because of them, the young woman 
finds herself falling in love with her neighbor. 
 
TIME TRAVELER (7 mins) 
Directed by Romane Petiot (Cambodia). 
Experimental video treating existential themes such as facticity, alienation and importance of choice of 
life. Created by a French Student from Raffles International College in Phnom Penh, Cambodia. 


